
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(2 December, 2020 – 27 January, 2021)

Item 5a: Ray Wind update: The Covid19 hardship fund is still available for businesses within the Ray Windfarm
catchment area and queries should be directed to admin@raywindfund.co.uk  Meantime the Ray Windfarm CIC 
Board are seeking an additional Director. Details of the role are on the PC website together with an application.

Item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: I have provided Neil Snowdon (NCC) your feedback on the report the 
Parish Council received and he advises this has been passed on to the Design team to consider and respond. 

Item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: There next meeting is on 2 February and I will provide an update 
from that as well as the latest plans regarding the proposed development for Percy’s Cross.  

Item 5d: Northumbria Water Treatment Works legacy: I am looking to get the funding from both Northumbria 
Water Ltd and Ray Windfarm before placing the order for the two cameras. I will additionally need to get a quote
for installing the cameras and hope to update you at the meeting.   

Item 5e: Noticeboard at Willow Green junction: You will have noticed that this has now been received and 
installed. Due to underground cabling the new noticeboard had to be relocated and is now to be found on the 
‘green’ just inside Willow Green. 

Item 5f: Solar light at Play Area: I have received a quote for the work to remove the existing battery pack but 
progress has been delayed due to covid restrictions and the recent poor weather.     

Item 5g: Solar light near Redewater View houses: Funding has been confirmed from Ray Windfarm for a new
solar powered street light. I am now waiting for a C2 (underground cable survey) to be conducted by NCC 
before the location can be confirmed and the light ordered and installed.

Item 5h: Additional little bins in the village: The new litter bin and dog bag dispenser are due to be installed 
week commencing 1 February alongside the public seat before Redewater View houses as previously agreed.

Item 5i: Maintenance of the public toilets in Otterburn: I have shared with you the email from Greg Gavin 
(NCC) and you will be asked to consider the response and plans for this area. 

Item 5j: Street lighting near Council Depot: Cllr John Riddle has suggested this is a good idea and something
NCC should provide as part of the overall work of the new salt barn to help illuminate the area of footpath 
alongside the depot.

Item 7a: 20/03882/FUL: Change of use of land to site shepherd’s hut for holiday let use including 
additional landscaping, details of parking area and colour: Land South West of Closehead, Otterburn: 
You have provided your comments to this application between meetings and NCC have been informed. 

Item 7b: 21/00031/VARYCO: Variation of condition 3 (Construction Method Statement) pursuant to 
planning permission 17/02331/FUL in order to lay a large hard standing area: Ash Tree Cottage, Tower 
Lane, Otterburn: You will be asked to give consideration to this application.

Item 8b: Proposals for redevelopment of Percy’s Cross area: As you will be aware this is one of the 
Revitalising Redesdale (RR) projects. I have following a meeting at the location received the proposal that RR 
will now be seeking quotes for the work.  

Item 8c: Proposal for additional clearing dog mess signs: I have shared possibilities for some bespoke 
signs and you will be asked to give consideration what action to take.

Item 8d: Building a better community: Cllr Peto will share his thoughts how possibly to bring the community 
together and improve the outlook of the village including possible ‘Village in Bloom’ competition.

Item 8e: Flower boxes: I will look to provide an update on the timescale for the possible flower boxes 
previously discussed. Meantime you will be asked to consider the maintenance logistics.

Item 8f: Christmas tree and lights: Thanks are expressed to Landmarc for again providing the Christmas tree 
as well as Peter Tully, Ross Corbett and other volunteers who helped to plant and decorate it. Additionally 
thanks go to Alison Snaith for again kindly providing electricity for the lights.

Item 8g: Condition of local roads: There are an increasing number of pot holes developing on the local roads.
Whilst everyone is encouraged to report a pot hole via the County Council website at 
http://mapreport.northumberland.gov.uk/potholes/ you will be asked to consider what action the Parish Council 
can take.    
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